Speech by Edna Saffy,
ERA March Coordinator
Florida National Organization for
Women
Delivered at the Florida State NOW
Convention in Orlando, Florida
November 23, 1974
FLORIDA PARADES FOR THE ERA
April 14, 1975

I am a member of the National Organization for Women.
I am Black
I am White
I am Indian
I am Spanish
I am gay
I am straight
I am a student
I am a homemaker
I am a politician
I am a professional
I am rich
I am poor
I am married
I am single
I am a mother
I am childless
But most important of all I am a Woman and a human being whom the Legislature of the
State of Florida, by failing to pass the Equal Rights Amendment, has thrice denied.
I SHALL NOT BE DENIED AGAIN.

On March 22, 1972, the Equal Rights Amendment passed out of the United States Senate.
In the fall of 1972, the House of Representatives of the State of Florida passed the Equal
Rights Amendment in special session. The Senate of the State of Florida did not take it up.
IN 1972 WE WERE FIRST DENIED
In the spring of 1973, the Equal Rights Amendment failed in the House of Representatives
of the State of Florida and the Senate of the State of Florida did not take it up for it
died in committee.
IN THE SPRING OF 1973 WE WERE AGAIN DENIED
In the spring of 1974, the Equal Rights Amendment failed in the Senate of the State of
Florida by a vote of 21 to 19 and the House of Representatives did not take it up.
IN THE SPRING OF 1974 WE WERE DENIED FOR THE THIRD TIME

However, in the spring of 1975, the House of Representatives of the State of Florida shall
pass the Equal Rights Amendment. The ERA shal I then reach the floor of the Senate
despite the efforts of Senate President Demsey Barron. The ERA shall pass the Senate.
And the State of Florida shall ratify the 27th Amendment to the Constitution of the
United States.

THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT SHALL PASS
WE SHALL NOT BE DENIED AGA IN

Let's go back a few moments in time and let me share my feelings. In 1972 when the ERA
was not taken up by the Senate, I was young, not in years but in political awareness. In
1973, when the ERA failed in the House, I was older but I was not yet old enough . I had
donned my wig and heels and stockings and gone to Tallahassee ; I had been wide-eyed,
idealistic, trusting, and a believer in iogic, truth , and justice. When the ERA was defeated,
I was disappointed, but I was learning.
But in 1974, I was again not quite old enough . IN 1974 WITH THE DEFEAT OF THE
ERA I WAS ANGRY. We were all angry. Those men in t he Senate had denied us our legal
personhood. In Gainesville to the tune of "Ha ng Down Your Head Tom Dooley" we
hanged in effigy our beloved Senator, Bob Saunders on the City Hall steps. And we
questioned ourselves about the failure of the ERA. What had we done wrong? How had
we failed?
Like the broken vows of a marriage when all the trust and honesty and faith have vanished,
we freed the other from blame and we asked ourselves what had we done wrong. We did
NOTHING wrong. We did the intelligent logical thing. We listened to advice and we made
decisions; however, we did not trust ourselves. We stayed away from Tallahassee when we
wanted to go. We wanted to do something but we were afra id that if we did it might be
wrong and it would hurt the ERA. And so we did what we have been socialized to do for
centuries - we waited.
AND WE WERE DENIED.
And we were angry. Angry at those elected officials . .. Angry at ourselves ... Angry at
our sisters ... Angry at everyone because we just weren't sure what we had done wrong.
And we had done NOTH I NG wrong. But we had learned. The past was an education and
the future w ill be ours. We have already begun. April was dark for the Women of Florida,
but November was bright. Remember the elections ...
We have begun to flex our muscles. No legislator who voted for the Equal Rights Amend ment was defeated. However, all senators up for re-election who voted against the ERA were
defeated. Where are those senators NOW?
Where is de la Parte NOW?
Where is Johnson NOW?
Where is Johnstone NOW?
Where is Weber NOW?
Where is Sykes NOW?
And finally, last and most certainly least . . .
Where is Gruber NOW?

'

.
And even more glory ... We have doubled the number of Women in the Legislature. In
1973 we had six women in the House and one Woman in the Senate. In the Senate
Senator Lori Wilson. In the House:
1.
2.
3.
4.
And our own
5.
6.

The Honorable Mary Grizzle
The Honorable Betty Easley
The Honorable Jane Robinson
The Honorable Mary Singleton
beloved Sisters:
The Honorable Gwen Cherry
The Honorable Elaine Gordon

We have returned these women to the Legislature and full participation in the mainstream
of political life where their numbers have now been doubled. Where our ranks have increased
two-fold. Where they have been joined by their sisters:
,
1. The Honorable Gwen Margolis
2. The Honorable Nancy Harrington
3. The Honorable Mary Ellen Hawkins
4. The Honorable Elaine Bloom
5. The Honorable Helen Gordon Davis
And finally, the Sister in whose joy we so fully share, The State Co-Ordinator of the
National Organization for Women:
6. The Honorable Karen Coolman

April of 1974 was dark. November of 1974 was the bright beginning. And April of 1975
will be glorious indeed. We have many strategies. The People's March on Tallahassee is only
one of the strategies. The People's March is a march of equality and freedom and justice.
Another strategy we will employ is the Coalition which is being restructured. The Coalition
is a powerful strategy; however, like the march, it is only that - a strategy. Each chapter
must and should do what it believes best to pass the Equal Rights Amendment. No one is
wiser than you in your chapter. You know your people. You set your strategy. You make
your decisions. You do to or for your legislators whatever and wherever you feel will pass
the ERA.
The ERA is for all people, not just NOW people. The Peoples March has been suggested
from imput from almost all chapters. We felt the theme would be "America" and the
"Stars and Stripes" and the March wou Id be whatever you wanted it to be. Whether you
have a unit or not ... Whether it is mothers carrying babies, a marching band, or a float
bearing Bobby Riggs prone . .. Whether you wish to quietly lobby ... Whether you wish
to participate only at home in your area. These will be your decisions. The choice will be
yours. You are wise. The moment will be yours and the time in history will be yours.
In January, February, and March of 1975, North Dakota, Illinois, and Missouri are
expected to become States number 24, 25, and 26 to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment.
In April either Oklahoma, South Carolina, North Carolina, or Nevada will become the 37th
State in the Union to ratify the Equal Rights Amendment.

There is an excel lent chance that the eyes of the nation cou Id be focused on Florida in
April, 1975. For in April, Florida could be the final State, the 38th State to ratify the
Equal Rights Amendment. Fifty-four years ago, Tennessee was the final state necessary
(then 36 states were needed not 38) to ratify the Suffrage Amendment. In 1920 when
the nation became aware of the potential of the Tennessee Legislative vote, the people of
America began to walk toward Nashville. They were a part of history when Tennessee
became the final state to ratify and the Univ ersal Women's Suffrage Amendment became
the law of the land.
And so too shall we be a part of history .
For in April of 1975, the House of Representatives of the State of Florida shall pass the
Equal Rights Amendment.
In April of 1975, the Senate of the State of Florida shall pass the Equal Rights
Amendment.
In April of 1975, Florida will be the final and 38th State of the Union to ratify the
Equal Rights Amendment and it shall be the law of the land.
WE SHALL NOT BE DENIED AGAIN.

Edna Saffy (copyright)
printed by permission

Parade Chairperson
Ms. Edna Saffy

NATIONAL OFFICE
5 South Wabash, Suite 1615
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Gainsville, Florida 32601

Dear Equal Rights Amendment Supportor:
The Florida National Organization for Women invites you,
and your group to participate in FLORIDA PARADES FOR THE EQUAL
RIGHTS AMENDMENT, to be held in Tallahassee, Florida on Monday.
April 14, 1975.
We have a parade permit from the City of Tallahassee, and
as an indication of his support for the Equal Rights Amendment,
the Governor of the State of Florida has granted us the use of the
lawn of his mansion as a starting point for our parade.

Women, men and children from Florida and the Nation will
come to Tallahassee to take part in this peoples parade to show
their support for the Equal Rights Amendment, the 27th amendment
to the United States Constitution.
We would be honored if members of your organization could
travel to Tallahassee to take part in this great moment in history.
Please include the enclosed flyer in your next newsletter. In
addition, your financial support would be greatly appreciated.
Make all checks payable to N.O.W. - E.R.A., and send them to the
address above.

If your group is interested in participating,

please contact Margaret Barovich, State President, National Organization for Women, 8 Burning Tree Lane, Boca Raton, Florida 33432.
We look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
Sincerely,

NATIONAL
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Chairperson, Florida Parades
for the ERA
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The
State of Florida
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION
FOR WOMEN
Invites All

WOMEN

MEN

CHILDREN

to

SUPPORT THE E.R.A.
THE EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT
Section 1. EQUALITY OF RIGHTS UNDER
THE LAW SHALL NOT BE DENIED OR
ABRIDGED BY THE UNITED STATES OR
BY ANY STATE ON ACCOUNT OF SEX.
Section 2. The Congress shall have the power
to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the
provisions of this article.
Section 3. This amendment shall take effect
two years after the date of ratification.

FLORIDA PARADES FOR THE E.R.A.

JOIN US
TALLAHASSEE, FLORIDA

11:00 A.M., APRIL 14, 1975

THE GOVERNOR'S MANSION TO THE CAPITOL STEPS
CONTACT: Your local
chapter of the
National Organization for Women
Parade Headquarters
216 S. Duval, Room 206
Tallahassee, Florida 32301

State of Florida
CO-PARADE CHAIRPERSONS
Ms. Edna Saffy
Gainesville, Florida 32601
Ms. Margaret Barovich
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Boca Raton, Florida 33422

